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MarinERA Database 
Partners grant over € 326M 
to research

A list of the Marine Science and Technology 
projects, competitively funded by the 14 
individual MarinERA partners in 13 
European countries, is available online for 
consultation through search engine tools at 
http://nationalmarinedb.marinera.net/

Currently, the MarinERA partners fund over 
900 competitive marine research 
projects* worth over € 326 million in 
grant-aid to their national research 
communities. This funding is additional to 
the funding allocated directly by national 
governments to public research institutions 
and to the higher education sector. 
Therefore, the database does not give a 
complete overview of all national marine 
projects funded in the MarinERA countries. 

The database provides a unique source of 
information for marine scientists and 
policy-makers to access data on current 
marine research projects, identify potential 
research partners and nodes of specialist 
expertise.

Continues page 2

Agenda 
10 December 2007 – Brussels 
3rd MarinERA Steering Committee meeting 

Q1 2008
Launch of MarinERA call for proposals

8-9 May 2008
7th MarinERA Technical Committee 
meeting

€ 4.7M funding available 
MarinERA call for 
proposals
Regional Drivers of 
Ecosystem Change 

The MarinERA call for proposals 
“ Regional Drivers of Ecosystem Change 
– the measurement, modelling and 
prediction of ecosystem change ” will be 
launched in Q1 2008 .  It will focus  on 
Changes in marine ecosystems and 
functional biodiversity in relation to global 
change and other anthropogenic impacts.

A total amount of € 4.7M has been 
provisionally reserved by the participating 
funding partners: 
• French Research Institute for Exploitation 
of the Sea (Ifremer)
• Research council of Norway (RCN)
• German Juelich Research Centre GmBH 
Project Management Organisation Julich 
(FZJ-PTJ)
• Spanish Ministry of Education and Science 
(MEC) 
• Hellenic Centre for Marine Research 
(HCMR) - In association with and 
representing the General secretariat for 
research and technology, Ministry of 
Development (GSRT)
• Portuguese Foundation for Science and 
Technology (FCT)

Continues page 3

Fig. 1: MarinERA database homepage - caption. 
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Partners grant over € 326M 
to research (2)

The setting up of this database (i.e. data 
collection, classification, web-tool design) 
required involvement of several MarinERA 
partners.  “It has been an extensive but 
interesting exercise” says Saskia 
Matheussen (NWO, The Netherlands), “It 
was useful to work with partners’ data and 
learn about our funding programmes and 
priorities in a non-conventional interactive 
way”.

The projects classification resulted in the 
following clusters: 

• Marine Ecosystems: Effect of both human 
activity and climate change on Biodiversity 
and Ecosystem;
• Marine Geosciences: Thermohaline 
Circulation;
• Marine Technology: Monitoring;
Policy & Socio-economics: Coastal Zone 
Management. 

* The MarinERA Database does not necessarily 
contain all marine research projects funded by the 
MarinERA Partner Institutions. Interested researchers 
are therefore advised to consult the project databases 
hosted separately by the respective National Marine 
Research Funding Organisations. for a complete 
overview. 

WP3 Partner 
& MarinERA Secretariat

Networking opportunities 
for researchers

Drawing on data from the MarinERA 
projects database,  a posteriori clustering 
workshops were designed aiming to :
• advise on ways of fostering closer co-
operation between projects currently funded 
by MarinERA partners;
• exchange information on research topics; 
• identify research gaps; 
• identify barriers to and enablers of co-
operation.

To-date two workshops have been held:
• Thermohaline Circulation in European 
Seas and Oceans. Galway, 6 June 2007;
• Anthropogenic and climate change 
impacts on marine biodiversity and 
ecosystem function. Madrid , 12 September 
2007.
• A third a posteriori workshop on “Marine 
Technology” is planned for 2008. 

Issues arising from these workshops include 
the needs for:
• more bottom-up defined research projects 
in both National and EU (Framework) 
Research Funding Programmes;
• “soft money” for networking to facilitate 
exchange of information between 
researchers working in similar areas;
• Europe-wide infrastructures to support 
research (e.g. a long-term storage / access 
database for biodiversity  - e.g. ESFRI-
LifeWatch). 

In a parallel development a meeting was 
held with NoEs representatives on 28 
November 2007 (see Editorial page 3)

Geoffrey O’Sullivan  (MI, Ireland)

Country         Projects          Grant (M€)

Belgium 40 23
Finland 23 5.9
France 17 1.9
Germany 57 60
Greece 61 23.5
Ireland 30 36.2
Malta 1 0.06
Netherlands       108 20
Norway 117 49.3
Poland 22 3.6
Portugal 46 5.6
Spain 162 15
UK 233 82.5
------------------------------------------------------
Total 917                  326.6

Fig. 2:  Workshop participants  (Galway, 6 June  2007)

Table  1:  Projects  and grant per country-partner
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€ 4.7M funding available
MarinERA call for 
proposals
Regional Drivers of 
Ecosystem Change  (2)

Several geographical areas have been 
identified as of potential interest for the call:
• North Sea, Channel and adjacent areas
• Mediterranean and exchanges with 
adjacent basins

The ecosystem approach about to be  
developed within the  first call of MarinERA 
will catalyse enhanced collaboration with 
other marine ERA-NETs. Projects focused 
on the Channel area provide the opportunity 
to develop a potential complementary 
approach with MariFish , whose  first  
collaborative project will focus on the 
ecosystem approach to fisheries in the 
North Sea - Channel region.

Maurice Héral and John Lock, respective 
coordinator of MarinERA and MariFish had 
already had the opportunity to profile this 
potential complementary approach at a 
Seminar on Marine science and 
Technology in FP7 on 16 January 2007 in 
Brussels.
http://ec.europa.eu/research/conferences/index_en.cfm

MarinERA Secretariat
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Technical Committee members preparing MarinERA 
SWOT analysis  (Helsinki, 20 September 2007)

MarinERA final year  
Editorial

A recent SWOT (Strength – Weakness –
Opportunity – Threat) analysis conducted by 
MarinERA partners themselves highlighted 
the real momentum gained within the 
consortium, while pointing out  some 
challenges still lying ahead for the final 12 
month period.

For instance, recognising the excellent work 
being undertaken by the EU FP6 funded 
Networks of Excellence (NoEs), MarinERA 
partners met with representatives of 
MarBef, Marine Genomics Europe, EUR-
OCEANS, ESONET), and SeaDataNet (28 
November 2007, Brussels). The NoEs 
presented their work to–date, and in turn, 
the MarinERA Research Funding 
Organisations outlined their priorities and 
research funding strategies with respect to 
the topics addressed by the participating 
projects.

A lively debate continues on the future of 
ERA-NETs (e.g. the European Commission 
ERA-NET Workshop, Impacts and Next 
Steps, Brussels, 30th October 2007). A 
future roadmap on ERA-NET funding under 
FP7 is currently under consideration by the 
European Commission. These represent 
positive incentives to move forwards – and 
possibly beyond  MarinERA‘s lifetime  -
together with the other FP6 marine ERA-
NETs.

Several Member States have issued 
statements on the future of ERA-NETs, as 
well as the  Marine Board–ESF. The latter  
confirms the need to secure collaboration of 
national agencies and  funding 
programmes. This could be supported by an 
overarching marine  ERA-NET with  
regional and thematic subsets. 

Niamh Connolly – Deputy Coordinator 
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Fig. 3 & 4: Technical Committee Members preparing 
MarinERA SWOT analysis (Helsinki, 20 Sept. 2007)


